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Floating 


world of the 


Urus 




B ountiful and buoyant, totora reeds from 
Titicaca’s shallows supply the Urus with ma 


terial for homes and boats. Reeds even provide the 


ground” these fisherfolk walk on, since they live 


on floating islands (above). As bottom layers rot, 


the Indians spread new layers on top. 


Seated on the spongy surface (left), an Uru 


woman grinds barley for making gruel or mush. 


L, 


Like the Avmaras, 


totora (below). Xorwc 


Hcvcrdahl theorizes tli 


learned the art from an 


ners who crossed the 


papyrus. Avmaras fron 


erdahl construct a sea 


(see the January 1971 ( 
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